CHAPTER XX
TABOOED ACTS
SAVAGES are commonly very shy of entering a strange land,
because they fear the spirits of the unknown country and the
magic of the inhabitants. Accordingly before crossing the
boundary they often observe ceremonies for the purpose of
disenchanting the land, and assuring for themselves a safe
passage through it. In such a case the Maoris of New Zealand
used to perform a ceremony called Uruuru-whenua. " This
is a ceremony performed by a person who, for the first time,
ascends a mountain, crosses a lake, or enters a district never
before traversed by him. The term implies ' to enter or
become of the land.' It is an offering to the spirits of the
strange land. It is generally performed at a tree or rock
situated on the trail by which travellers pass into the district.
Every person on passing such places for the first time would
pluck a twig or piece of fern and cast it at the base of the tree
or stone, at the same time repeating a short invocation to the
spirits of the land. After passing on such a person would
never look back towards the tree ; it would be an evil omen
were he to do so." 1
Savages commonly fear to be injured through the relics
of their food, because if these fall into the hands of an enemy
he might cast a spell upon them which would react with
serious, or even fatal effect, on the original eater. For
example in the Kakadu tribe of Northern Australia " another
form of practising evil magic amongst the Kakadu consists in
1 Elsdon Best, " Notes on Some Australasian Association for the
Customs and Superstitions of the Advancement of Science (1895), pp.
Maori," in the Sixth Report of the 765 sq.
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